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Diagram explains hydraulic fracturing, or "fracking,"  
a controversial process that injects large amounts  
of water into layers of underground shale to extract 

the oil and gas trapped inside it; fracking is largely 

responsible for the current energy boom in the U.S. 
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Questions for image analysis. 

1. What is represented in the diagram?

2. How do the levels of the diagram work together
to function as a whole?

3. What argument(s) are being made in favor
of this process?

4. What argument(s) are being made against
this process?

5. What evidence is available in the diagram
to support the different arguments?
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